AN OLD MAN TURNS REVOLUTIONARY
another thing too. The attempt on the life of a ruler is frequently murder, not mere manslaughter. We ourselves had a case of it in the 'nineties. At that time I came out in public against the culprits. After they had been sentenced I sent books to the prison for these young fellows, so that they might learn. I studied the problem of revolution in the Russian literature. I leave it to the psychologists to say why I have busied myself so much with the problem of revolution. Revolution as a political adventure? No. Serious revolution? Yes, when necessary."
"When do you think that revolution is a moral act?" I asked him directly.
"When it is the only means left for the defence of liberty and justice. Before it be adopted all efforts to achieve that end in a peaceful way must have been made, Schiller says that very finely in William Tell. Following this line of thought and making all efforts accordingly, I must decide what is necessary to be accomplished. For example, must the King come to terms or must he abdicate, and his whole band with him? They will not agree and they shoot. Then we shoot also. Revolution is not morally justified by success alone but, as in the
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